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course for the Panama, as It had been for the Suez
Canal, would be to prosecute the work by means of
public money, and ask for nothing from any of the
governments, leaving the enterprise its purely industrial
character, and avoiding anything like dabbling in
politics. The question, therefore, was to know whether
the capital invested would obtain a sufficient return by
the traffic passing through the canal."
The second committee was called the Economic
Commission, and had to calculate on the basis of traffic
what tariff would have to be charged on the tonnage
passing through the canal. *' Then it was necessary to
estimate what would be the consequence of the cutting
of the American isthmus, what influence the canal
would have upon the trade and industry of each nation,
and what new markets it would open to the trade of
the whole world."*
" The province of the third section was a more tech-
nical one, and it was composed of sailors, who discussed
the influence of the canal upon shipbuilding, elucidated
the regime of the winds and currents near the various
canal routes submitted to the consideration of the jury,
and pointed out under what conditions the safety and
facility of the passage through the canal could be
secured. This commission made an estimate of the
speed of the vessels in proportion to the draught of
water, and gave its opinions as to the effect of locks and
tunnels in a canal intended to be used by the largest
ships in existence."
The fourth committee was required to make a care-
* All the quotations dealing with the deliberatons of the Congress are
from chapter VII of De Lesseps' Recollections, entitled " The Inter-
oceanic Canal and the Congress of 1879."